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such, to give them shelter or to fail to denounce
them to the authorities. As late as 1767 a Prot-
estant minister was executed because he was a
Protestant minister. Yet these Huguenots, as a
whole, remained remarkably steadfast. They
would walk the greatest distances to hear
preachers upon whose heads a great price had
been set, and whose voices seemed to echo the
preaching of the early martyrs of the Church.
They gathered and worshipped by night, in the
unpopulated parts of the country, and their
meetings became known as those of the Church
in the Desert. They were often surprised by
the king's soldiers, fired upon, killed or cap-
tured; the men were sent to the galleys for life
and the women to prison. Marie Durand spent
thirty-six years in the Tour de Constance at
Aigues-Mortes, and Madame Guizot, the mother
of the historian, was hit by a bullet at a night
service in the fields near Nimes.

The Huguenots, even in these cireiraBtances,
dared to hold a synod in an old abasdened
quarry of the South. One may realise what the
persecution must have been by the fact timt of
the first signers of the minutes of this synod, four
died the martyr's death. Until the very eve of
the French Revolution they were still forced to
go to mass and were ostracised by law. What